BY  ORDER  OF  THE  SHAH

to assist Abbas to the place he rightly holds in history.
They captured the imagination and confidence of the court
at Isfahan and achieved distinction in their difficult role.
Particularly was their military knowledge of use. They
left England with no mean reputation. Sir Anthony
already having achieved fame under the Earl of Essex in
the Low Country and in France under Henry IV, who
knighted him. He was a man of parts, although short
of stature; and given to ostentation, in spite of the fact that
fortune had not dowered him with wealth.

His voyage eastwards was by way of Venice, where he
bought woollen and linen cloths as presents to the Shah;
and via Aleppo, whence he took lengths of cloth of gold and
twelve golden cups studded with emeralds and other jewels.
He was advised not to say on his way through Turkey
that he was going to Persia, for the Sultan and the Shah
were not on speaking terms. It was a useful hint, for in
those days the Turks did as they pleased. Did a Christian
strike a Turk, he must either turn Moslem or lose his
right arm. Sir Anthony was told that he must hire sixteen
extra men to protect him from bandits. He agreed, but
only one man arrived, who claimed to be the whole sixteen,
because he had lately fought that number all at once, and
vanquished them, and was therefore not only as good as
sixteen, but worth an equivalent wage! The Turks im-
prisoned the eldest brother, Sir Thomas, for some fancied
crime. His feet were thrust into stocks, a heavy iron chain
was put about his neck, his hands were secured in front
of him, and a sharp stone was pushed into the small of
his back. His tormentors then applied lice. Thus he
remained for many years.

Eventually Anthony and Robert reached Persia. At
Kazvin they attended a grand reception and banquet
given in their honour by the city governor at the royal
palace, which boasted a gate sparkling with rich stones,
standing at the top of seven steps, the first of which every
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